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Having pre-designed listing and page layout configurations make ordering an on-demand Tributes section
a snap-literally a three-click process—since the obituary listing information is already in the content
management system. However, there are still a few elements to prepare that will enhance the section and
make funeral homes and your readers happy. Below are best design and content practices acquired from
Tributes sections all over the country.

Decide how to handle photos

The Tributes templates are designed with a consistent size for photos, and the listings. Having photos

fill these boxes, versus having white space between photo and border or irregular photo sizes, is more

aesthetically pleasing. If the proportions of the headshot box in the original obituaries are the same
proportions as the Tributes section, there is no problem.

However, if your newspaper is running irregular proportions, such as some square
and some portrait, you will need to decide how to handle these. Cropping to fit
a square format may result in cropping off tops of heads, ears, or chins. You can
also create a border and accept the whitespace inside the box or choose a layout
that does not have borders around the photos.

For obituaries submitted without a picture at all, choose some rotating photos.
Robert “Bobby” Almeida Here's how the Press Democrat in Santa Rosa, California uses art to replace
June , 2019 missing photos in their Tributes sections.
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Add an introduction

You are creating a new tradition for your community so tell them what it is about and why it is important.
Here is an example from the Northwest Herald in Crystal Lake, lllinois.

‘During a family’s time of sorrow, we want to reflect on the lives of those who have recently passed. The

Northwest Herald and nwherald.com offer a special quarterly feature to commemorate and honor those we
have lost”

This is the way the
Northwest Herald
presented their
introduction before the
first Tributes listings ran.

Note: The introduction
also mentioned the
frequency is quarterly.
This helps the community
build the new tradition.
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Name of Deceased, Age Photo of Deceased
L Jonathan Robert
Place of Residence Doe, 74

ANATOMY OF A | GitysT

February 15, 1949 -

TRIBUTES LISTING ,—’ October 21,2018

Funeral Home/

Life Span r Mortuary Name

Funeral Home / Mortuary Name

Collect the required data in the original obituary

The data fields you collect for the initial obituary affect which information flows into the individual listings
in the Tributes sections. The most common fields are first name, last name, age, city, state, life span, and
funeral home name. Non-AdPortal users need to ensure that these fields of data are present in their front-
end order-taking system.

Include editorial obituaries for that time period motae gt
o o . \ o » , Don Webster, popular
Editorial obituaries provide a “context timeline” for families and add interest TV-5persona]itydies at'79

for readers who can derive sense of place and time in the life of their
community. In this example from the Cleveland Plain Dealer, headquartered
in Brooklyn, Ohio TV-5 personality Don Webster's editorial obituary published
as a notable death in their December 28, 2018 edition. Mr. Webster was a
well-known weather forecater and station manager for Cleveland, Ohio ABC
affiliate WEWS-TV 5.

Tom Feran

‘The unexpected death was
announced by WEWS, but
o !

Penn Live Patriot-News in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania devoted a whole
page with a comprehensive
look at the year 2018 in
review in their January 13,
2019 In  Remembrance
edition. The article high-
lighted notable lives lost last
year across various areas
of interest including: Film &
TV, music, politics, culture,
and authors, to name a few.
Some of the notable lives
included: President George H.W. Bush, actors Burt Reynolds
and Jerry Van Dyke, and music legend Aretha Franklin.
Penn Live's Rest in Peace 2018 article is a great example of
adding interest and providing a “‘context timeline” for their
readers.

s one of the most ROADELL HICKMAN EALER
and interesting Don Webster retired in December of 1999 after more
then 35 ont WS Channel 5.

ously undetected congenital
blem.
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Create modular ad sizes and limit positions

The easiest way to sell ads into the section is with a few set ad sizes and positions. The Press Democrat
in Santa Rosa, California sold five half pages that ran on pages 3 to 7 of Tributes. Four were sold to funeral
homes and crematoriums. A simple lay-out and set of options worked from them!

Add a directory of funeral homes in the back

A directory is a great way to give your funeral homes additional
exposure. The Northwest Herald in Crystal Lake, Illinois runs a four-
page directory of funeral homes. Other newspapers list the funeral
homes on a single page.
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Avoid alphabetic headers

The system already alphabetizes the first letter of last names. Adding
alphabetic headers is overkill. Experience has shown that this adds
a level of difficulty when it is time to make changes. Obits that “flow”
alphabetically do not need a “letter header”

Ensure last names are in the last name field

Whoever is proofing the original obituary should make sure the last name is in the Last Name field so when
the Tributes listings are flowed, changes will not be needed. Remember, Tributes listings sort alphabetically
based on the Last Name field, so a little early proofreading will avoid confusion down the road.

—{_In Memoriam_—— Promote the next issue

In addition to the initial introduction, promotions let the community
know that you have created a new tradition around honored people their
community has lost. Will it be quarterly? Biannually? These can also be
used as fill ads for irregular spaces, or unsold ad positions.
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